
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

school.  It is your responsibility, too.  
What a great privilege and a blessing!  
Thankfully, we do not make disciples 
alone.  Not only do we have each 
other, but Jesus sends the Holy Spirit 
to empower and guide us. 
 
To be clear, note taking is not a 
measure of our faith in Jesus or a 
way to achieve salvation.  It is simply 
a tool to help us rethink our 
responsibility as disciples who make 
disciples. 

Will it be difficult?  Will it be 
challenging?  Will it be 
uncomfortable?  Yes.  But then 
again, Jesus never promised that 
being a disciple would be easy.  On 
the contrary, Jesus tells us to deny 
ourselves, take up our cross and 
follow him (Luke 9:23-26).  He warns 
us to count the cost and give up 
everything (Luke 14:25-33).  Unless 
a grain of wheat dies, it remains only 
a single seed (John 12:24-26).  Apart 
from Jesus, we can do nothing (John 
15:5).   

Following Jesus is expensive.  But 
the rewards are beyond measure.  I 
am reminded of the hymn, “Go, Make 
Disciples” that we sang during 
worship: 
 

Go, make disciples, 
baptizing them, teaching them. 

Go, make disciples, 
for I am with you  

till the end of time. 
Go, be the salt of the earth. 

Go, be the light of the world. 
Go, be a city on a hill, 

so all can see  
that you're serving me. 

Go, make disciples. 

   
Blessings, 
Pastor Andrew Schlecht 

 

 
 
 
 

Dear Kindred Family, 
 

“Be Disciples and make 
Disciples of Jesus Christ.” 
 
Jesus commands us in Matthew 
28:18-20: All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to 
me.  Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything I have 
commanded you.  And surely I 
am with you always, to the very 
end of the age. 
 
Simple command.   
Go.  Make disciples.  Baptize.  
Teach.  Obey.  (Note, Jesus 
doesn’t tell us to make 
Christians.)  He didn’t ask for our 
opinion and it wasn’t a 
suggestion.  Jesus is not 
interested in excuses.  To be a 
disciple also means to make 
disciples. 
 
Pastor David Platt tells a story 
about visiting Africa.  As he is 
preaching, he notices that no one 
is looking at him.  Instead, they 
are busy taking copious notes.  
He asks, “Why are you writing 
everything down?”  
 
Their response startled him, “We 
are writing down what you are 
saying so we can teach it to other 
people.”  They were not listening 
just for the sake of listening.  They 
were listening in order to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ in 
fulfillment of his command. 
  
Of course, in most worship 
services in the good old USA, 
people sit passively, as if they are 
in an audience and it is the 
pastor’s job to entertain them.  
Hopefully, some people are 

listening intently to see how it 
applies to their lives, but very few 
are actually listening in order to 
make disciples. 
 
Pastor David Platt observes, “We 
are, by nature, receivers.  Even if 
we have a desire to learn God’s 
Word, we still listen from a default 
self-centered mind-set that is 
always asking, ‘What can I get out 
of this?’ … What if we changed 
the question whenever we 
gathered to learn God’s Word?  
What if we began to think, ‘How 
can I listen to his Word so that I 
am equipped to teach this Word to 
others?’” 
  
In other words, how do we: “Be 
Disciples and make Disciples of 
Jesus Christ?   
 
Wow!  God’s Word would not be 
restricted to the four walls of our 
church building or just to the 
people who attend worship on 
Sunday mornings.  Instead, God’s 
Word will multiply.  God’s Word 
will make disciples.   

 
So part of our emphasis during 
2015 is to explore what it means 
to make disciples.  As you have 
discovered since Christmas, this 
means encouraging one another 
to take notes during sermons, all 
the while asking yourself, “How 
can I listen to Jesus’ Word so 
that I am equipped to teach his 
Word to others?”   

 
Why?  Because Jesus’ command 
to make disciples means that 
making disciples is our 
responsibility—all of us, 
individually and collectively.  It is 
not just my responsibility as the 
pastor, Kitty’s responsibility in 
confirmation, Craig’s responsibility 
in adult Bible study or the 
teachers’ responsibility in Sunday 
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News & Notes from Pastor Andrew  

 

KINDRED CONNECTIONS 
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Purpose: Be disciples and make disciples who are bold, daring, adventurous followers of Jesus Christ.  

Jesus tells 
Nicodemus, 
“Very truly I tell 
you, no one can 
see the 
kingdom of God 
unless they are 
born again…. 
Very truly I tell 
you, no one can 
enter the 
Kingdom of 
God unless they 
are born of 
water and the 
Spirit. 

 
Flesh 

gives birth to 
flesh, but the 
Spirit gives 
birth to spirit” 
(John 3:3,5-6).  
As Christians, 
our baptismal 
birthday is more 
important than 
our birthday!  “I 
am baptized!”  
Baptism makes 
all the difference! 

 
 

 

Electronic Giving 

 
Consider scheduling a recurring contribution today. 
It’s very convenient. You will no longer need to write 
out checks and prepare envelopes every week. 
Even when travel, illness or other circumstances 
prevent you from attending services, your electronic 
contributions will continue to be received on an 
uninterrupted basis.  Authorization Forms are 
available at the church office. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS 
Nicholas Blumer 2 1 

Paige Lee 2 2 

Auda Ilvedson 2 2 

Jessica Lewis 2 4 

Betty Johnson 2 5 

Bailey Schock 2 7 

Brianna Schock 2 8 

Marlan Olson 2 11 

Alexis Boyer 2 13 

Jonathan Schlecht 2 14 

Harvey Hoyme 2 15 

Cheryl Odegaard 2 15 

Gerald Overboe 2 17 

Terrance Spelhaug 2 18 

Leah Lundquist 2 19 

Justin Mitchell 2 20 

Ashley Smith 2 20 

Peder Hertsgaard 2 20 

Matthew Helbling 2 21 

Daniel Nipstad 2 24 

Vicki Hamry 2 25 

Carol Otterson 2 25 

Arlen Blumer 2 26 

Lynette Girodat 2 26 

Jeremiah Mattson 2 26 

Erick Lee 2 27 

Ann Helbling 2 27 

Julie Lee 2 27 

Perry Hanson 2 28 

Kayla Otterson 2 28 

Justin Tommeraus 2 28 

Joseph Tommeraus 2 28 
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Vision: Gathered to grow . . . sent to serve!  

Applying Biblical Principles of 
Stewardship 
 
When he was president of InterVarsity Christian 
Fellowship, Gordon MacDonald said, “One of the 
greatest missing teachings in the American church 
today is the reminder to men and women that nothing 
we have belongs to us.”  

We own nothing. We have been given material means 
to use, but not to own. All that we have belongs to 
God. He is our Source according to Psalm 62:5.  We 
are only managers and stewards of what He has 
entrusted to us. 

Because all that we have belongs to God, and 
because He gives us the ability to obtain wealth, every 
spending decision is in reality a spiritual decision. 
According to First Corinthians 10:31, our constant goal 
must be to glorify God in all of life, including how we 
use His resources. 

Stephen Olford wrote this: “ . . . man’s chief end is ‘to 
glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.’ We are to glorify 
God by our worshipful praise (Psalm 50:23). We are to 
glorify Him by our consistent fruit bearing (John 15:8). 
We are to glorify Him by our spiritual unity (Rom. 15:6). 
We are to glorify Him by our entire dedication    (1 Cor. 
6:20). And we are to glorify Him by our good works 
(Matt. 5:16). In this last category is included the matter 
of giving. Only in this way can we provide for ‘honest 
things in the sight of the Lord.’ The glory of God should 
motivate us to give and to give our best.” 

If our goals and ambitions are truly set on spiritual 
things, if our emphasis in life is to glorify God, we will 
use the funds He has “loaned” to us on a temporary 
basis to glorify Him. We will put His money and 
possessions to good use by giving to His work and by 
storing up “treasures in heaven” (Matt. 6:19-21). 

There are two key questions to be asked concerning 
money and possessions: First, are you glorifying God 
in how you are using the money and possessions He 
has entrusted to you? And second, are you viewing 
these things as yours or as His? 

 “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do,  
do it all for the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31). 

 
. 

New Member Luncheon and 
Sunday 

You are invited to join us for good food and fellowship!  
On Sunday, February 8, 2015, from 11 AM to 2 PM, 
all who are interested in joining KLC are invited to join 
Pastor Andrew for lunch served by the Church Council 
and a discussion of membership at KLC!  No 
obligation...come check us out!  Sign up in the church 
entrance or email Pastor Andrew.  Reception of new 
members will be Sunday, February 22, during 
worship. Requirements for membership are: baptism, 
attendance at the New Member Luncheon, and the 
completion of the membership information letter, which 
can be mailed to you or picked up at the church office. 

 

 

mailto:pastorandrew@kindredlutheran.com
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Purpose: Be disciples and make disciples who are bold, daring, adventurous followers of Jesus Christ.  

 
 
Via de Cristo! 

You are invited to attend a Via de Cristo weekend here in 
Fargo!   Pastor Andrew will be serving as assistant 
spiritual director for the women's weekend.   

Via de Cristo is designed to strengthen and renew the 
faith of Christian people and bring them to a new 
awareness of living in God’s grace.  The method is based 
on the fundamentals of Christianity, concentrating on the 
person and teachings of Jesus Christ.  The three-day 
retreat, beginning Thursday evening and ending Sunday 
evening, includes 14 talks about living the basic Christian 
truths. Participants live, study, worship and commune 
together daily. There is music and singing, food and 
fellowship, a time for laughter and a time for prayer.     

Via de Cristo originated as a Catholic retreat in Majorca, 
Spain, in the 1940’s. The Spanish word Cursillo (kur-see-
yo), meaning "short course", was adopted as the name of 
this Christian movement.  This Lutheran ministry is 
named Via de Cristo (www.viadecristo.org) meaning "way 
of Christ" in Spanish.  

Men's Weekend: April 30 – May 3, 2015 
Women's Weekend: May 7 – 10, 2015  
Faith Lutheran, 127 2nd Ave. E, West Fargo, ND  

Cost: FREE! There is a limited number of people who 
can attend and it fills up quickly.  Please contact Pastor 
Andrew if you have any questions and  for an application 
if you are interested.    

 

 

President's Report for 2014 
 
Greetings fellow members of KLC! 
 
Thank you for your generosity, time and talents in making 
2014 a spectacular year to remember. From the Sunday 
School room makeovers to the prayer garden and parking 
lot (and new property) you have shown me the meaning 
of discipleship. Please continue to be God’s hands and 
feet in this world. 
 
We’ve established the electronic giving option for our 
members. I encourage each of you to complete the form 
to allow your giving to continue even when you are not in 
town. 
  
Our Stephen’s Ministry program is up and running. 
Please take a moment to review the information on our 
website to see if you or someone you know would benefit 
from these services. It’s amazing that this is available in 
our little community – but it is also fulfills a need that I 
hadn’t realized. 
 
If you didn’t know this already – our Parish Ed is amazing! 
Our Sunday School classes are simply growing and 
glowing under their direction. All of the teachers and 
leaders do amazing things throughout the year. I 
sincerely thank them for their efforts – they do not go 
unnoticed.  
 
We have several new members and I encourage all of 
you to become involved where you have an interest – any 
of the committees would welcome fresh ideas! If you don’t 
know where to start, I’m sure Pastor Andrew can help! 
  
All of the committees have been great – such a blessing 
to have things running so smoothly. 
 
Speaking of being great, Pastor Andrew is pretty great, 
too. I have learned more over the last 5 years than I 
learned in my previous 30 years of life - how to live like a 
child of God, which we all are.  
 
As I leave the council after 3 years as your president, I 
cannot tell you how proud I am of all of you. It’s been a 
great time and I look forward to seeing what will happen 
in the years to come. 
  
Blessings, 
Dona Schock 
 
For the rest of the annual report, go to the Kindred 
Lutheran website or here. 
 
 
 

http://www.viadecristo.org/
http://www.kindredlutheran.com/uploads/2014_Annual_Report_FINAL_REV.pdf
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Vision: Gathered to grow . . . sent to serve!  

Operation Christmas Child 
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Purpose: Be disciples and make disciples who are bold, daring, adventurous followers of Jesus Christ.  

Prayers of 
Intercession 

 
"The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective!” 

James 5.16 
 

Please lift up the 
following in your 

prayers this 
month. 

 
 
 

 
THANKFULNESS FOR... 
The birth of Brantley Ernst to Nikki and Matthew Ernst! 
Marcie Conlon’s 100

th
 birthday. 

The birth of Isabelle to Justin & Tarrand Fiesel! 
 
HEALING FOR... 

COMFORT FOR... 

Family of Walter Jerger, Gene Thompson’s uncle who 
raised him, who passed away. 
Families of Haruna Yukawa and Kenji Gotō beheaded by 
ISIL. 
Family of Maxine Rostad who passed away. 
Wes and Velora on the death of their niece, Tama 
Baumgarten. 
Family of Scott Wenzel who passed away (friend of the 
Rostads) 
 
HOPE FOR...  
The people of Africa and the United States and an end to 
the Ebola epidemic. 
Peace in the Central African Republic, Syria and Iraq. 
Missionaries: Sam & Rebekka Rood; Louis and Annie 
Liss and son David in Lebanon; Susan Smith in the 
Central African Republic. 
Christians in Egypt, Iraq, Central African Republic and 
throughout the world who face persecution. 
The Gideon's ministry that doors would be opened and 
Scripture would be placed and God's Word would 
accomplish what God sets out to do!  
Our brave men and women in Libya, Afghanistan and Iraq 
and throughout the world, especially Jonathan Schlecht. 
. 
 

Note: If you have a prayer request to add to the 
prayer chain, please submit on line under "Prayer 
Chain" and you may submit a prayer request directly 
to Pastor Andrew and to the prayer chain. 
 
 
 

 

Stewart (heart and kidney problems) 
Jason Allison 
Derek’s grandmother (kidney transplant)  and aunt (kidney donor)  
Zach White (burns to half of body) 
Jeffrey (schizophrenia, missing person)  
Katie Ayer (EDS and Ankylosing spondylitis) 
Adie, Levi, & Jace Leedahl (missionaries in Papua, New Guinea) 
Jon (airplane accident, leg amputated) 
Gavin Dupay & parents Jason & Allison (Pastor Hoops Grandson) 
Sandra Johnson (juvenile myoclonic epilepsy) 
Samantha (back surgery) 
Harlen (gastroschisis - born w/ intestines outside body) 
Arlene Lykken   
Mikel Karels (5 year old, cancer)  
 Eleanor Braaten 
Hannah Lundquist (skull Fracture) 
Marci Conlin and Genny 
Katelyn Alyce (baby 12 weeks premature) 
Phil (paralyzed, auto-immune disease) 
Jere Hill (cancer; Pastor Andrew's friend) 
Blair Grandalen 
Jim Ostenson (dimentia, kidney failure) 
Layne Billing (cancer) 
Bev & Reuben Braaten (parents of Paula Erickson) 
Casey Perhus (cancer, Leon Perhus' daughter-in-law) 
Sue (Marian Perhus' daughter) 
Sarah (Marian Perhus' granddaughter, tumor) 
Todd (prison, suicidal, addiction) 
Deb Hoyme (breast cancer) 
Marvin & Corrine Swanson (Deb Leslie's parents) 

http://kindredlutheran.com/Sent.html
http://kindredlutheran.com/Sent.html
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Vision: Gathered to grow . . . sent to serve!  

 

FEBRUARY 2015 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

8:45 AM Learning  

10:00 AM Celebration 

Worship/Adult Choir  

11:00 AM Annual Meeting  

2 

9:30 AM 9:30 

AM - 3:30 PM 

Church Office 

Hours  

3 

9:00 AM KAMA 

Meeting  

9:00 AM Pastors 

Text Study  

4 

9:30 AM 9:30 AM - 

3:30 PM Church 

Office Hours  

4:00 PM 8th & 9th 

Grade Confirmation  

8:00 PM Adult Choir 

Rehearsal  

5 6 

9:30 AM 9:30 AM - 

3:30 PM Church 

Office Hours  

9:30 AM Quilting  

1:00 PM Seniors 

Gathering  

7 

Pastor Andrew's 

Day Off  

8 

8:45 AM Learning  

10:00 AM Celebration 

Worship/Children's Choir  

11:00 AM Fellowship  

11:00 AM New Member 

Luncheon  

11:15 AM Stephen Ministry 

Meeting  

6:30 PM 4H  

9 

9:30 AM 9:30 

AM - 3:30 PM 

Church Office 

Hours  

12:00 PM 

Seniors Center 

Dinner  

10 

9:00 AM Pastors 

Text Study  

11 

9:30 AM 9:30 AM - 

3:30 PM Church 

Office Hours  

4:00 PM 8th & 9th 

Grade Confirmation  

8:00 PM Adult Choir 

Rehearsal  

12 

6:30 PM KLC Council 

Mtg.  

13 

9:30 AM 9:30 AM - 

3:30 PM Church 

Office Hours  

1:00 PM Seniors 

Gathering  

14 

Pastor Andrew's 

Day Off  

Valentine's Day  

15 

 
Transfiguration Sunday  

8:45 AM Learning  

10:00 AM Celebration 

Worship/Adult Choir  

11:00 AM Fellowship  

11:15 AM Churchwide 

Committee Meetings  

16 

Newsletter 

Articles Due  

9:30 AM 9:30 

AM - 3:30 PM 

Church Office 

Hours  

17 

9:00 AM Pastors 

Text Study  

18 

 
Ash Wednesday  

9:30 AM 9:30 AM - 

3:30 PM Church 

Office Hours  

4:00 PM 8th & 9th 

Grade Confirmation  

8:00 PM Adult Choir 

Rehearsal  

19 20 

 
9:30 AM 9:30 AM - 

3:30 PM Church 

Office Hours  

9:30 AM Quilting  

1:00 PM Seniors 

Gathering  

4:00 PM Feed 

Homeless at 

Churches United 

for the 

Homeless/Group D  

21 

Pastor Andrew's 

Day Off  

22 

 
8:45 AM Learning  

10:00 AM Celebration 

Worship/Children's Choir  

11:00 AM Potluck  

11:15 AM Stephen Ministry 

Meeting  

23 

9:30 AM 9:30 

AM - 3:30 PM 

Church Office 

Hours  

24 

9:00 AM Pastors 

Text Study  

25 

9:30 AM 9:30 AM - 

3:30 PM Church 

Office Hours  

4:00 PM 8th & 9th 

Grade Confirmation  

6:00 PM Lenten 

Soup & Sandwiches  

7:00 PM Lenten 

Worship  

8:00 PM Adult Choir 

Rehearsal  

26 27 

9:30 AM 9:30 AM - 

3:30 PM Church 

Office Hours  

1:00 PM Seniors 

Gathering  

28 

Pastor Andrew's 

Day Off  

Serving group for February is Mark (Families with last names beginning with I – N) 
Confirmation Worship Assistants: Zach Kvamme, Dylan Brandt, Mya Gietzen, Mattea Johnson
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Visit our webpage 
www.kindredlutheran.com 

 
Join us on  
facebook 

 
Read our blog 

blog.kindredlutheran.com 

 
Follow us on Twitter 
@KindredPreacher 

 
Watch us on YouTube 

YouTube/KindredPreacher 
 

 

 

 
Vision 
 

Following Jesus is a journey, a lifelong process of faith formation 
that we describe simply as: Gathered to Grow . . . Sent to Serve!  
This is our vision.  And everything that we do at Kindred Lutheran is 
focused on this faith formation process.  It is our way of helping one 
another become the disciple Jesus is calling us to be.  Discipleship 
is what we do.  Faith formation is what God does. 
 
Repent.  Trust his promise.  Respond to his call.  Follow Jesus.  Be 
his disciple.  Enter the kingdom.  And together let’s be his 
witnesses!  Join us on the journey of a lifetime . . .  

 
 

http://www.kindredlutheran.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Kindred-Lutheran-Church/303354518458#!/pages/Kindred-Lutheran-Church/303354518458?v=walll
http://blog.kindredlutheran.com/
http://twitter.com/KindredPreacher?utm_source=fb&utm_medium=fb&utm_campaign=KindredPreacher&utm_content=15130778044203008&ref=nf
http://www.youtube.com/user/kindredpreacher/featured

