
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Catholic church.  Jesus 
commands us to “baptize in the 
name of The Father, and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit” 
(Matthew 28:19).  We all 
participate in the same baptism.  
As St. Paul writes, “There is one 
body and one Spirit—just as 
you were called to one hope 
when you were called—one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism; 

 

one God and Father of all, who 
is over all and through all and in 
all”  (Ephesians 4:4-6). 

God’s word is promise. We 
receive his gift of baptism in 
faith—not merely as intellectual 
belief but as a trusting 
relationship with the living God.   

Baptism is something that 
happens to us, not something 
we do.  God takes the initiative.  
He reaches through time and 
space, washes away our sins, 
marks us with the sign of the 
cross and seals us with the 
Holy Spirit.  We become sisters 
and brothers of Christ Jesus 
and joint heirs to the Kingdom 
of God!  What a gift of grace—
unearned and undeserved.  It is 
a gift to celebrate and 
remember every day. 
 
Happy Epiphany! 
Pastor Andrew Schlecht  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Kindred Family, 
 
Thank you for allowing me 

to serve!  I am so very 
blessed to be here at Kindred 
Lutheran Church!  Thank you 
for making this Christmas a 
most amazing time of the 
year.  The new flooring and 
water softener were a 
spectacular surprise.  
Vallorie, Elizabeth and I are 
grateful to all of you for your 
generosity, kindness and 
faithfulness! 

On January 11, we will 
remember Jesus’ baptism.  
We will also remember our 
own baptisms. 
WHY DO WE BAPTIZE? 

Simple: Jesus was 
baptized (Matthew 3:13-15) 
and he commanded us to 
baptize (Matthew 28:18-20)!  
Biblically, the forerunner of 
baptism is circumcision.  
Adults were circumcised 
beginning with Abraham and 
so were infants 8 days old, 
including Jesus (Luke 2:21).  
Why?  Because it wasn’t 
about them choosing God—it 
was about God choosing 
them.  In fact, the whole 
Biblical story is about God 
choosing people through 
whom he would bless the 
world—including people who 
didn’t deserve to be chosen 
or who fought against it.  The 
same is true of baptism.  God 
chooses us (Romans 8:29-
30).  We don’t choose God. 

In the New Testament, 
early Christians baptized 
whole households—men and 
women, young and old, 
adults and children, servants 
and free, Jew and gentiles, 
including people who were 
sinners, ostracized and  
unclean    (Acts 16:11-15, 
16:31-34, 18:5-11,               1 
Corinthians 1:16 plus Acts 
8:36-38 and 11:15-18).  The 
Bible offers no age, gender, 
or ethnic restrictions 
(Galatians 3:27-28). 

In the New Testament, 
early Christians baptized 
whole households—men and 
women, young and old, 
adults and children, servants 
and free, Jews and gentiles, 
including people who were 
sinners, ostracized and  
unclean    (Acts 16:11-15, 
16:31-34, 18:5-11,               1 
Corinthians 1:16 plus Acts 
8:36-38 

The Apostle Paul writes
 

“
… One of you says, ‘I follow 
Paul’; another, ‘I follow 
Apollos’; another, ‘I follow 
Cephas

’
; still another, ‘I follow 

Christ.’  Is Christ divided?  
Was Paul crucified for you?  
Were you baptized into the 
name of Paul” (1 Corinthians 
1:12-13)? 

As it was for Paul and the 
early church, so it is for us 
today.  It is easy to forget that 
we are not baptized in the 
name of the Lutheran church 
or the Moravian church or the 
Methodist church or the 
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Purpose: Be disciples and make disciples who are bold, daring, adventurous followers of Jesus Christ.  

Jesus tells 
Nicodemus, 
“Very truly I tell 
you, no one can 
see the 
kingdom of God 
unless they are 
born again…. 
Very truly I tell 
you, no one can 
enter the 
Kingdom of 
God unless they 
are born of 
water and the 
Spirit. 

 
Flesh 

gives birth to 
flesh, but the 
Spirit gives 
birth to spirit” 
(John 3:3,5-6).  
As Christians, 
our baptismal 
birthday is more important than our birthday!  “I am 
baptized!”  Baptism makes all the difference! 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Electronic Giving 

 
Consider scheduling a recurring contribution today. 
It’s very convenient. You will no longer need to write 
out checks and prepare envelopes every week. 
Even when travel, illness or other circumstances 
prevent you from attending services, your electronic 
contributions will continue to be received on an 
uninterrupted basis.  Authorization Forms are 
available at the church office. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS 
Roger Johnson 1 3 

Karen Hertsgaard 1 5 

Tenille Bakko 1 8 

Brenden Fowler 1 9 

Brittany Fowler 1 9 

Dylan Brandt 1 9 

Brock Woehl 1 9 

Gavin Rude 1 10 

Nicholle Zurn 1 10 

Darryl Olson 1 11 

Tate Miller 1 14 

Owen Hoyme 1 15 

Taya Spelhaug 1 17 

Daryl Brandt 1 19 

Lori Pearson 1 20 

Julie Otterson 1 25 

Tyler Sahr 1 26 

Cora Johnson 1 28 

Suzanne Boyer 1 29 

John Hertsgaard 1 29 

Candace Boyer 1 29 

Jack Ilvedson 1 30 

Susan Johnson 1 30 

Allen Nokleberg 1 30 

Jackie Miller 1 31 
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Vision: Gathered to grow . . . sent to serve!  

Applying Biblical Principles of 
Stewardship 
 
“God Owns It All” is the chapter heading in a book by a 
Christian author who presents this chapter first as the 
foundation for money management and giving. 

God does own it all! That is the teaching of Psalm 24:1 
which says, “The earth is the Lord’s.” Psalm 50:10 says 
that all of the animals of the forest belong to God, and 
that the cattle on a thousand hills are His. Haggai 2:8 
says that God even owns the silver and gold in all the 
mines. 

Now, He allows us to use what rightfully belongs to Him, 
but God continues to retain the ownership. We are just 
managers and stewards of what God has entrusted to us.  

Someday, when we stand before Him, we shall give an 
account of what kind of job we have done in managing 
the resources which God has allowed us to use. 

That’s why every spending decision becomes a spiritual 
decision. Every time we use some of God’s money, we 
are making a decision which has eternal ramifications. 

Are you using money and possessions as if they belong 
to you, or are you making spending decisions with the full 
realization that “God owns it all”? 

“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it,  
the world, and all who live in it”  (Psalm 24:1). 

 

 

 
. 

New Member Luncheon and 
Sunday 
 
You are invited to join us for good food and fellowship!  
On Sunday, February 8, 2015, from 11 AM to 2 PM, all 
who are interested in joining KLC are invited to join 
Pastor Andrew for lunch served by the Church Council 
and a discussion of membership at KLC!  No 
obligation...come check us out!  Sign up in the church 
entrance or email Pastor Andrew.  Reception of new 
members will be Sunday, February 22, during worship. 
Requirements for membership are: baptism, attendance 
at the New Member Luncheon, and the completion of the 
membership information letter, which can be mailed to 
you or picked up at the church office. 

 

 
 

mailto:pastorandrew@kindredlutheran.com
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Purpose: Be disciples and make disciples who are bold, daring, adventurous followers of Jesus Christ.  

Dispatch from Susan Smith 

Celebrations with Joy, January 2nd, 2015  

Happy 9th Day of Christmas! 
This is a season of celebrations.  
First, we remember Jesus' birth 
and his second coming –
whenever that will be.  The 
Central Evangelical Lutheran 
Church where I usually attend 
had a service in the afternoon of 
Dec. 24.  (It used to be held at 8 
p.m. and some would stay until 
midnight in anticipation of 
Christmas Day.  This year as 
well as last year, the service was 
moved to the afternoon so that 
people could home by dark.  

There have not been any security issues lately, but it is better to 
be cautious.)  I was told that the liturgy would start at 3 p.m., but 
as I was told again today, time here is “elastic.”  It actually 
started at 3:45 p.m.  A large part of the celebration was 
baptisms (about 60) and confirmations (about 60).  Wow.  It 
makes for a very long service, but imagine having so many 
reasons to celebrate! 
 

On Christmas Day there 
was another liturgy with 
communion.  I was a little 
disappointed that people 
here don’t seem to know 
many Christmas carols.  I 
would be happy to learn 
some in French or Gbaya, 
but they don’t sing many.  
We sang one from the 

French hymnal but many didn’t know it and few people have the 
hymnal.  (You buy your own and bring it with you.)  The choirs 
sang a couple, too.  Still it was a joyous occasion. 
 
I made Christmas lunch for Dr. Solofo and Dr. Joely 
Rakotoarivelo, the Malagasy doctors who work at the Protestant 
Hospital of GB. It was good to have time to visit with them since 
our schedules don’t often allow much time for that.  
 
I heard several times recently that Christmas is more a holiday 
for children.  They expect to get presents (as do kids in the 
USA, but no Santa Claus or stockings).  Girls often ask for 
dolls.  Like in the US, sometimes toys don’t always last long!  
On New Year’s Eve I was visiting a friend and saw an 
abandoned leg (of the baby doll variety) on the ground near the 
house.  Cheap toy, rough play, or both?!? 
 
On both Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, children come 
around singing “Oh, Noel-y.”  They will sometimes also sing a 
song, but they definitely expect candy!  (They repeat the 
process New Year’s Eve/Day, singing “Bonne Année!” 
 
A week later, people celebrate the end of the year and the 
starting of a new one.  In fact, in Gbaya, they talk about Dec. 31 
as “kaɗa pɛ” (end of the year) and Jan. 1 as “mbɛ pɛ” (new 

year).  Interesting the way language reflects the way we think 
about things…   
 
For New Year’s Eve, I 
was invited to share a 
goat dinner with 
Cameroonian friends.  I 
had seen the goat 
around the house for a 
couple of weeks before 
that.  When I arrived (½ 
 hour after the appointed 
time –trying to be a little 
elastic with my time, too), we sat outside and talked.  There 
were girls/women cooking over wood fires near where we sat.  
The friend said, “We aren't having goat tonight.  You can come 
back to eat with us tomorrow.”  It is not that they weren't cooking 
(or eating that evening); in fact, they made greens in a sauce 
that I found delicious.  It was that the mother of the house (and 
others) had worked in the garden all morning and had not had 
time to butcher and prepare the goat.  I couldn't accept the 
invitation for New Year’s Day since I had a full “party” schedule.  
So, when the food was prepared and I got home from my lunch, 
a daughter brought me goat in sauce and manioc “cous cous.”  I 
couldn't eat it then as I was full, but had some later, enjoying it.  
(I have to admit, though, that I liked the greens in sauce better 
than the goat!)  When I took the meat out of the refrigerator to 
heat and take a picture, I also uncovered the manioc.  (I had not 
put the manioc in the fridge thinking it would not be necessary 
for the time involved.)  I didn't realize that sugar ants like manioc 
too!  If you look closely at the picture, you can see them 
swarming the ball.  I knew that bees are attracted to manioc that 
is sold in the market, but now I know that it also attracts the tiny 
ants.  The bowl of candy is there since I had it for the children 
who came to visit. 
 
I went to Solofo and 
Joely’s house for 
lunch.  Solofo grilled 
brochettes which 
were delicious.  
Solofo thought to get 
sparkling wine so we 
were able to share a 
toast to welcome the 
new year.  Their 
house is closer to the side road that leads out of the station.  As 

we ate we heard music and saw 
people marching past on the 
main road (at a distance).  Wow: 
a New Year’s Day parade.  None 
of us knew it was to happen.  
Neither did a couple of other 
friends I mentioned it to.  We 
figure it was a military parade, 
but didn’t go closer to check it 
out.   
  
Later in the afternoon, I went to 
Marthe Yapana’s house.  She 
works here at the station and has 
recently completed a new 
house.  Her Aunt Marie has been 

http://susan-car.blogspot.com/2015/01/celebrations-with-joy.html
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Vision: Gathered to grow . . . sent to serve!  

visiting from Meiganga (where she cooks and cleans for Rev. 
Dr. Elisabeth Johnson.  Marie has also cooked and cleaned for 
the Troesters in Baboua where I first met her.)  So on this 
afternoon, some people were invited to a house warming.  
Marthe prepared snake (boa constrictor), beef in squash seed 
sauce, fish, plantains, and manioc.  I had never had snake 
before.  The taste is fine, but I was surprised by the number of 
bones.  Marthe had told me that she had bought part of a 
medium-sized snake, but I still associate them with being pretty 
big around.  I also know that boas unhinge their jaws and 
swallow food whole  
 
working it into their stomachs to digest it – which necessitates 
bones to move it along.  But, still, there were a lot more bones 
than meat in the piece I got!   
  
Marthe’s daughter did a dance of celebration for the 20 or so 
people assembled.  After eating, the food tables were removed 
and 4 couples did a dance to open the dancing part of the 
celebration.  Some adults danced, but lots of kids did.  Such joy 
on their faces!  It was a pleasure to see. 
 
When I got home (about 6 p.m., just before it got dark), I had a 
visit from the Cameroonian Chief Customs Officer who is 
staying here at the station.  We toasted the new year and 
enjoyed some conversation.  Around 8 p.m. the Bible School 
students who had not gone to their villages for the break came 
to my house to toast the new year.  8 men came and 2 of their 
wives.  They, too, wanted to dance.  What joy was reflected in 
their faces – part of the celebration, and partly because they 
were invited to drink a beer with me.  (I know that they cannot 
easily afford to buy beer, so why not share with them?)   

Churches here have services on New Year’s Eve and New 
Year’s Day.  I choose to stay home for both although I heard the 
liturgies were moving.  
 
I got the share in the joy of the season with friends in Garoua 
Boulai.  I also talked to my family on Christmas Day (and Mom 
on New Year’s Day).  I hope that you were also able to spend 
time with family and friends in this Christmas season. 
 
Remember, Christmas continues until Jan.6 when we remember 
the Wise Men arriving at the manger.  This is only the 9

th
 Day of 

Christmas, so keep celebrating!  May you find much joy in your 
lives now and throughout 2015. 

December Events 

 
Sunday School Attendance Awards & Choir 
Practice 
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Purpose: Be disciples and make disciples who are bold, daring, adventurous followers of Jesus Christ.  

Prayers of 
Intercession 

 
"The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective!” 

James 5.16 
 

Please lift up the 
following in your 

prayers this 
month. 

 
 
 

 
THANKFULNESS FOR... 
The Gift of Jesus Christ! 
The birth of Isabelle to parents Justin & Tarrand Fiesel! 
 
HEALING FOR... 

COMFORT FOR... 

Family of Scott Wenzel who passed away (friend of the 
Rostads) 
 
HOPE FOR...  
Norman and Davenport Parish and Shepherd of the 
Prairie Parish as they wait for new pastors. 
The people of Africa and the United States and an end to 
the Ebola epidemic. 
Peace in the Central African Republic, Syria and Iraq. 
Missionaries: Sam & Rebekka Rood; Louis and Annie 
Liss and son David in Lebanon; Susan Smith in the 
Central African Republic. 
Christians in Egypt, Iraq, Central African Republic and 
throughout the world who face persecution. 
The Gideon's ministry that doors would be opened and 
Scripture would be placed and God's Word would 
accomplish what God sets out to do!  
Our brave men and women in Libya, Afghanistan and Iraq 
and throughout the world. 
 

Note: If you have a prayer request to add to the 
prayer chain, please submit on line under "Prayer 
Chain" and you may submit a prayer request directly 
to Pastor Andrew and to the prayer chain. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 Zach White (burns to half of body) 
Jeffrey (schizophrenia, missing person)  
Fran Heitkamp (stroke) 
Adie, Levi, & Jace Leedahl (missionaries in Papua, New Guinea) 
Jon (airplane accident, leg amputated) 
 Rhonda Kuhn (broken leg) 
 Mark Perry (knee surgery) 
 Velora Robertsdahl (hip surgery) 
 Duane Hanson (Sharlene Mattson's father) 
Gavin Dupay & parents Jason & Allison (Pastor Hoops Grandson) 
Sandra Johnson (juvenile myoclonic epilepsy) 
Samantha (back surgery) 
Harlen (gastroschisis - born w/ intestines outside body) 
Arlene Lykken   
Mikel Karels (5 year old, cancer)  
 Eleanor Braaten 
Hannah Lundquist (skull Fracture) 
Marci Conlin and Genny 
Katelyn Alyce (baby 12 weeks premature) 
Dick Kniesly (friend of Pastor Andrew; back surgery) 
Phil (paralyzed, auto-immune disease) 
Jere Hill (cancer; Pastor Andrew's friend) 
Blair Grandalen 
Jim Ostenson (dimentia, kidney failure) 
Layne Billing (cancer) 
Bev & Reuben Braaten (parents of Paula Erickson) 
Casey Perhus (cancer, Leon Perhus' daughter-in-law) 
Sue (Marian Perhus' daughter) 
Sarah (Marian Perhus' granddaughter, tumor) 
Todd (prison, suicidal, addiction) 
Lorraine (mother of JoAnn Ordahl)  
Deb Hoyme (breast cancer) 
Marvin & Corrine Swanson (Deb Leslie's parents) 

http://kindredlutheran.com/Sent.html
http://kindredlutheran.com/Sent.html
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JANUARY 2015 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

28 

Counters - Susie/Arlan Mathias 

& Leah Lundquist  

10:00 AM Celebration Worship  

11:00 AM Fellowship  

11:15 AM Stephen Ministry 

Meeting  

29 

9:30 AM 9:30 AM 

- 3:30 PM Church 

Office Hours  

30 

9:00 AM Pastors 

Text Study  

31 

9:30 AM 9:30 AM 

- 3:30 PM Church 

Office Hours  

1 

 
New Year's Day  

2 

9:30 AM 9:30 AM - 

3:30 PM Church 

Office Hours  

9:30 AM Quilting  

1:00 PM Seniors 

Gathering  

3 

Pastor Andrew's 

Day Off  

4 

8:45 AM Learning  

10:00 AM Celebration 

Worship/Adult Choir  

11:00 AM Fellowship  

5 

9:30 AM 9:30 AM 

- 3:30 PM Church 

Office Hours  

6 

 
Epiphany  

9:00 AM KAMA 

Meeting  

9:00 AM Pastors 

Text Study  

7 

9:30 AM 9:30 AM 

- 3:30 PM Church 

Office Hours  

4:00 PM 8th & 9th 

Grade 

Confirmation  

8:00 PM Adult 

Choir Rehearsal  

8 

6:30 PM KLC Council 

Mtg.  

9 

9:30 AM 9:30 AM - 

3:30 PM Church 

Office Hours  

1:00 PM Seniors 

Gathering  

10 

Pastor Andrew's 

Day Off  

11 

 
8:45 AM Learning  

10:00 AM Celebration 

Worship/Children's Choir  

11:00 AM Fellowship  

11:15 AM Stephen Ministry 

Meeting  

6:30 PM 4H  

12 

9:30 AM 9:30 AM 

- 3:30 PM Church 

Office Hours  

12:00 PM 

Seniors Center 

Dinner  

13 

9:00 AM Pastors 

Text Study  

14 

9:30 AM 9:30 AM 

- 3:30 PM Church 

Office Hours  

4:00 PM 8th & 9th 

Grade 

Confirmation  

8:00 PM Adult 

Choir Rehearsal  

15 16 

 
Newsletter Articles 

Due  

9:30 AM 9:30 AM - 

3:30 PM Church 

Office Hours  

9:30 AM Quilting  

1:00 PM Seniors 

Gathering  

4:00 PM Feed 

Homeless at 

Churches United 

for the 

Homeless/Group C  

17 

Pastor Andrew's 

Day Off  

18 

8:45 AM Learning  

10:00 AM Celebration 

Worship/Adult Choir  

11:00 AM Fellowship  

19 

9:30 AM 9:30 AM 

- 3:30 PM Church 

Office Hours  

20 

9:00 AM Pastors 

Text Study  

21 

9:30 AM 9:30 AM 

- 3:30 PM Church 

Office Hours  

4:00 PM 8th & 9th 

Grade 

Confirmation  

8:00 PM Adult 

Choir Rehearsal  

22 23 

9:30 AM 9:30 AM - 

3:30 PM Church 

Office Hours  

1:00 PM Seniors 

Gathering  

24 

Fireman's 

Benefit  

Pastor Andrew's 

Day Off  

Serving group for January is Mark (Families with last names beginning with I – N) 
Confirmation Worship Assistants: Zach Kvamme, Dylan Brandt, Ellie MacFarlane
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Visit our webpage 
www.kindredlutheran.com 

 
Join us on  
facebook 

 
Read our blog 

blog.kindredlutheran.com 

 
Follow us on Twitter 
@KindredPreacher 

 
Watch us on YouTube 

YouTube/KindredPreacher 
 

 

 

 
Vision 
 

Following Jesus is a journey, a lifelong process of faith formation 
that we describe simply as: Gathered to Grow . . . Sent to Serve!  
This is our vision.  And everything that we do at Kindred Lutheran is 
focused on this faith formation process.  It is our way of helping one 
another become the disciple Jesus is calling us to be.  Discipleship 
is what we do.  Faith formation is what God does. 
 
Repent.  Trust his promise.  Respond to his call.  Follow Jesus.  Be 
his disciple.  Enter the kingdom.  And together let’s be his 
witnesses!  Join us on the journey of a lifetime . . .  

 
 

http://www.kindredlutheran.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Kindred-Lutheran-Church/303354518458#!/pages/Kindred-Lutheran-Church/303354518458?v=walll
http://blog.kindredlutheran.com/
http://twitter.com/KindredPreacher?utm_source=fb&utm_medium=fb&utm_campaign=KindredPreacher&utm_content=15130778044203008&ref=nf
http://www.youtube.com/user/kindredpreacher/featured

